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ost of us are not lawyers. As non-lawyers, we
must not create our own forms or signifi-
cantly modify the standard forms in order to avoid a
claim of practicing law without a license. As a rule,
we fill in boxes and may write a few sentences that
are germane to the transaction.
Our forms are typically developed, approved,
and distributed by:

* local, regional, and state real estate
associations,

e state bar associations, and/or
* state real estate commissions.
In each organization, a forms committee moni-

tors and updates our real estate contracts, disclosures,

and other legal forms. The committee, which meets

several times a year, is usually composed of experi-
enced real estate attorneys, brokers, and instructors.
As the market and laws change, our forms must fol-
low suit.

Our fundamental real estate form is the contract
to buy and sell real estate. Sometimes there are dif-
ferent contract forms for vacant land, condominium,
commercial, new construction, and residential prop-
erties. In Colorado, we have combined several types
of properties into one form.

In some states, pre-printed addendums and
clauses that contain land-use considerations supple-
ment the basic contract to buy and sell residential
real estate. As explained in Chapter 18, the ubiqui-
tous property disclosure form contains land use con-



